dirty ears

no one cleans 

behind the ears 

anymore 

as tiny trails

of sound dust 

trickle off

shoulder blades.

after absorbing

the many words and 

mouths of strangers,

friends,

others,

the ears take a pounding

and collect the residue

of english dirt.

just reach your finger

behind the ear,

take a hard swipe,

pull that finger to your

nose and discover

what sound smells like.
