a dog & confident grins

A black dog

Barking from the front seat of a parked car

In front

Of the video store

As the

Day begins to warm

And

His master tries to find a movie

On the “new release” rack

He hasn’t seen at least 2 or 3 times.

As I close my car door,

I see a small girl wheel over towards the car.

The dog stops barking,

Flops his ears back

And begins licking fervishly in her direction

As his tail wags

Like a small ocean 

Trapped in a ketchup bottle.

This little girl,

With thick brown curls going crazy in the wind

Reaches her hand up towards

The

Pink well coming out of the dog’s mouth.

Feeling several pulls from his frolic .. 

She brings her 

Hand

Away with a rainbow of delight

Expanding on her young face.

All the same,

Her mother keeps an eye on her

The whole time.

After the licking from dog to girl .. 

The mother yells “Teresa, let’s leave the doggy alone.”

The girl looks at her mom,

Waves,

Then pulls the handle on the door 

Letting the black lab free.

This dog makes a mad dash across the parking lot

And back towards the

Direction of the car in circles.

Little girl giggling with delight

As the dog’s owner comes out of the video store quickly,

Lying his rented plastic on top of his car,

Calling his dog back over.

As the dog ignores his plea,

The man begins running

After him 

Yelling,

“Come on Jimbo .. let’s go boy.”

By this time,

The girl is holding her mother’s hand

Walking into the grocery store

Acting as though

Nothing had happened

In

The

Slow walk

And

Confident grins.

