plate of language

Sign language

In an airplane cockpit,

French in an

American Bar,

Italian in an alley behind Sienna,

A Portugese dancer

Speaking

Soft to a man eating a bowl of salsa soup,

A German mother

Calling the dogs in

From 

The hot June yard,

A Hebrew boy

Writing in special characters on a keyboard

Made just for his people,

A Chinese man thinking in Japanese

In a Tunisian restaurant,

The muttering of a 

French cat

Telling of a Jazz act he saw 

In 

The Riviera,

While the English

Girl

Speaks

A language to her beau

In a train station

We can

All

Hear clearer

Than

A

Knife hitting the side of 

An 

Empty,

White ceramic plate.

